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Dear Mr. Denson,

As a University of Oregon graduate school alum, I remember attending the very first
OSPIRG meeting at the EMU in 1971. Over the years, the University of Oregon chapter of
OSPIRG has served the campus community, fighting at the forefront of issues that are of concern
to students.

OSPIRG’s Make Textbooks Affordable campaign is a recent, successful example of how
the organization has directly and positively impacted students. Students on average spend
around $900 a year on textbooks which at 4- year public universities adds up to 26% of the
overall cost of tuition and fees with textbook prices rising on average 6% a year. In response to
this escalating situation, and in large part due to the hard work and leadership of UO OSPIRG, in
2008 over 2,000 faculty members nationwide including several professors at UO committed to
offering students cheaper textbooks. Congress investigated the abusive practices of the textbook
industry with the release of an investigation by the Government Accountability Office. The
release of this report led to the eventual adoption of legislation by my colleagues and I in
CongreSs to force publishers to tell professors the price of textbooks before the professor makes
an order, requiring unbundling of all pre-packaged class materials, and a minimum two-week
advance notice of materials to be used in all classes.

Last spring over 40 students, including several UO OSPIRG members, came to my
Washington, D.C. office to discuss global warming policy with my staff. They were part of
Powershift 2009, the nation’s largest youth conference on global warming. I was very impressed
by their enthusiasm and knowledge and greatly appreciated their input on how to solve the
nation’s climate crisis, particularly the role that college campuses such as the University of
Oregon are playing in reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
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While OSPIRG has won many victories in their campaigns to address issues that matter,
their real value as a student group lies in training UO students to become leaders in their
community and transfer what they are learning in the classroom to real world campaigns to solve
problems. Student organizations such as OSPIRG are an essential part of the University
experience allowing students to channel their energies in a positive way. The University and the
surrounding community of Eugene have a long history of grass-roots activism with OSPIRG
playing a major role, which is why I fully support your efforts to restore University of Oregon
ﬁmdmg for this program.

incerely,

ETER DeFA
Member of Congress




